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But	what,	exactly,	is	an	¢ÃÂÂauthentic	life,¢ÃÂÂ	and	how	was	partaking	of	the	American	Beauty	experience	supposed	to	help	you	live	one?	But	I	do	know	that	movies	can	be	made	only	in	their	own	time,	and	are	thus	of	a	piece	with	that	time.	Contact	us	at	letters@time.com.	Lester	is	in	his	early	40s	and	lives	in	a	beautiful	house,	with	a	beautiful	wife.
You	might	think	that	Lester¢ÃÂÂs	lascivious	fantasies	about	Angela	are	more	repulsive	now,	in	2019,	than	they	seemed	in	1999,	particularly	in	light	of	the	allegations	that	Spacey,	as	an	accused	sexual	predator,	has	faced	himself.	She	is	also,	of	course,	a	minor,	and	the	law	protects	young	people	for	good	reason.	But	we¢ÃÂÂre	not	invited	to	view	her
as	a	victim,	a	helpless	naÃ¯Âf	who¢ÃÂÂs	preyed	upon	by	the	gross	older	dude.	And	the	movie¢ÃÂÂs	visuals	practically	beg	for	banal	student-term	paper	analysis.	As	menacing	neighbor	Colonel	Fitts,	Chris	Cooper	signals	¢ÃÂÂuptight	marine¢ÃÂÂ	by	merely	looking	constipated.	He	starts	listening	to	the	music	of	his	youth,	loudly.	Even	when	movies
are	not	very	good¢ÃÂÂdespite	how	hard	they	may	try	to	impress	us	with	their	labored	artistry¢ÃÂÂthey	can	be	a	kind	of	altar	where	we	leave	our	vague,	unspecified	feelings	of	dissatisfaction	or	unrest.	Whatever	Ball¢ÃÂÂs	¢ÃÂÂauthentic	life¢ÃÂÂ	really	is,	you	can	bet	it¢ÃÂÂs	not	being	lived	on	Instagram.	But	when	you	have	a	good	job,	you	can	be
nagged	by	the	feeling	that	it	just	isn¢ÃÂÂt	enough¢ÃÂÂit¢ÃÂÂs	a	luxury	you	can	afford.	Characters	are	saddled	with	moony	faux-philosophical	dialogue	(¢ÃÂÂSometimes	there¢ÃÂÂs	so	much	beauty	in	the	world	I	feel	like	I	can¢ÃÂÂt	take	it¢ÃÂÂ)	or	signpost	language	loaded	with	portent	(¢ÃÂÂAll	I	know	is	I	love	firing	this	gun!¢ÃÂÂ).	He	befriends
Ricky	and	becomes	a	customer.	Terrorists	could	fly	planes	into	our	most	visible	skyscrapers.	But	they¢ÃÂÂre	actually	the	least	shocking,	and	perhaps	the	most	interesting,	feature	of	American	Beauty.	The	Best	Picture	winner	has	fallen	largely	fashion;	It	rarely	appears	on	the	writers'	favorite	movie	lists,	and	their	memory	seems	to	have	disappeared
for	most	moviegists	as	well©.	We	could	end	up	with	a	president	who	would	turn	our	nation	into	an	embarrassment,	perhaps	until©	we	get	him	to	ruin	it.	But	in	1999,	you	were	an	outlier	if	you	didn't	like	the	image,	while	professing	admiration	so	it	was	a	way	of	announcing	that	you	were	hip	to	the	grumpy	modern	American	–	whatever	it	was.
Correction,	September	He	rages	at	Carolyn,	taking	her	to	the	task	of	her	choice	of	dining	table	music,	referring	to	her	as	â¬	"Lawrence	WelkÃ¢	â¬.	©	But	it's	a	movie©from	a	time	when	we	don't	know	what	we	want.	And	that's	not	having	-	enough	is	the©	uneasing	of	which	Spacey	character,	Lester	Burnham,	suffers.	The	film	knows	that	he©	is
pathetic©,	but	also©knows	that	Angela	willingly	encouraged	her	to	draw	her	to	her	-	to	a	point.	In	the	context	of	his	own	self-absorbed	crisis,	Lester	Burnham	could	not	see	the	actual	collision	course	looming	ahead,	a	future	of	lost	jobs	and	foreclosures,	from	Madhouse	DoubleSpeak,	emitting	from	the	mouths	of	people	whose	work	is©	to	take	us,
from	wars	that	can't	be	won	and,	thus	continue	to	be	fought.	And	he	doesn't	take	that.	Almost	all	movies	have	pains	of	their	time;	That's©	pretty	much	the	point	of	making	them.	From	where	we	are	now,	the	dark	and	buried	desires	of	suburban	affluent	men	and	women,	no	matter	how	ridiculously	they	present	themselves,	seem	a	little	touching.	Both
parties	stop	before	Lester	does	the	wrong	thing;	For	all	its	flaws,	he's©	at	least	a	guy	who	doesn't	know	he	doesn't.	Maybe	we	need	to	take	a	look	at	a	ridiculous	film	to	show	us	how	much	we	really	lost.	20	The	original	version	of	this	story	misspelled	the	name	of	Thora	Birch's	name.	She	hurt	herself	in	the	beginning;	Then	she	realizes	that	she	likes
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